Frequently Asked Questions:

1. Is it acceptable for a consortium of companies to apply for a Call for Expression of Interest if the cooperation takes place within a single project?
Yes, an IPCEI public call in the form of a consortium is possible under the following conditions:

a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Two direct partners can apply with one joint project. When submitting an application to the Call, each partner should fill in its own details under 1.1. Company presentation.
At a later stage of the process, a common Project Portfolio form will be created for the project, with individual parts of the form filled in separately for each company (for example company data and costs). The Funding Gap form will be prepared and submitted separately by each company.
b) Two or more associated partners may also apply with one joint project .  When submitting an application to the Public Call, each partner should fill in their own details under 1.1. Company presentation.

The reason for this stems from the fact that direct partners are assessed in accordance with the rules of the European Commission Communication (2021/C 528/02), while associated partners are allocated funds according to the intensities and rules laid down in Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 laying down general exemptions for State aid (General Block Exemption Regulation), including its subsequent amendments.

Furthermore, partnerships between a direct partner and an associated partner that are agreed during matchmaking must be cross-border, i.e. a Croatian direct partner cannot have a Croatian associated partner.

